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291. Perfoliate Montia, Montia perfollata (Don) Howell
O< i); annual in cultivated or waste ground; leaf-Stalks and
blades thick and fleshy, glabrous; basal leaves on long stalks,

ovate or almost rhom-
boid, more or less wedge-
shaped at the base, entire,
up to about 1 in. long
and broad, faintly 3-
nerved from above the
base; flowering stems
with a pair of united
opposite leaves at the top,
in the middle of which a
bunch or short raceme of
flowers is borne; sepals
(A, X 2) 2, green, broadly
elliptic; petals (B, X 4)
5, white, shortly united
at the base, shortly clawed
and narrowly obovate,
minutely notched at the,,
apex; stamens (C, X 6)1
5, opposite the petals
(corolla-lobes); ovary
(D, X 5) rounded, 1-
locular, composed of 3
united carpels; style
white, columnar, divided'
into three curved papillous stigmas; fruit (F, X 1J) splitting to
the base into 3 valves; seeds (G, X 3) black and shining, in
vertical section (H, X 4) showing the much curved embryo
around the endosperm (E, flower bud, X 1J) (synonym Claytoniu
perfoliata Willd.) (family Portulacaceae).

in the latest classification of the genera of this family, this
species is referred to the genus Montia, of which there is a second
native species in Britain, Montia fontana, a tiny plant with spoon-
shaped leaves, a zygomorphic corolla and only two stamens*
The species of the genus Claytonia, in which M. perfoliata has
usually been placed, are perennials, whilst most specie^ of Montia
are annuals, M. perfoliata has also been placed in a third genus
Lhnnia. It is a native of North America and naturalised ifi
Britain.
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